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1. GoiidAL.-- The Fourth Tank Group was activated ir thz latter
part of 1942 at Schofield warracks, Ahau, Hawaiian Islands. The Group
consisted of five (5) battalions, including 193d, 762d, 763d, 766th
and 757th. These battalions operated under Group for administrative
purposes only., <“ach battalion commander was responsible for the tacti-
cal training of his unit.

around the middle of 1643, the 27th Infantry Uivision was
alerted for the Gilberts Uperation. They requested tank support from
“roup Headoquarters. Upon rsceiving this recuest, Group took certain ele-
ments from the 193d Tank Battalion and 766th Tank Battalion and assigned
them to the 27th Division for tank support. From the time this order
was issued to the time of the actual operation, tnese units had approxi-
mately four to five weeks training on tank-infantry tactics.

after the operation, all units retu;ned to Schofield Barracks
and several critiques were given by various regimental and battalion com-—
manders, dIn each critique, it was brought out very clearly that tanks
did not support infantry in the way they should. In further investi-
zations, it was revealed that the infantry commanders did not know the
capabilities and limitations of the tanks and the tank commanders did
not know what the infantry wanted. Since tanks and infantry only had
four to five weeks training prior to an operation, it was very logical
that neither side knew what the other could do. This type of training
and operation was carried on throughout the FOA, up to and including

the Saipan Cperation.



2. CFPRRATIUN CUNSISTILG OF TaN{ AdD INFANTRY TEAS.-= In Aucust
of 1944, the 763d Tank Battalion was alerted with the $6th Infantry
Division. Upon receiving alert orders, the whole battalion was ordered
to jungle training school for dismounted jungle training with the infan-
try. Upon completion of this course, we reported back to our battalion
area and proceeded in waterproofing all vehicles. During this phase of
waterproofing, all company commanders were called into battalion CP and
assigned to regiments of the Division. Upon receiving their assignments,
the various company commanders reported to the infantry regimental com-
manders for further instructions. These instructions were as follows:
"Captain, you will act as my tank representative. Your platoons will be
assigned bne to each battalion". This was carried out throughout the
division, including the 381st, 382d and 383d ilegiments.

From then on it was a matter of meetings between platoon leaders
and battalion commanders, and company commanders and regimental command-
ers., During these meetings, the main topic of conversation between unit
tank commanders and unit infantry commanders was, "what can you do and
what can you not do?" Up to this period, we still did not know our tar-
get. Since we did not know our target, about the only thing we could
possibly tell them was the capabilities and limitations of tanks given in
various field manuals, ihile all these meetings were going on, the en-
listed personnel and the remaining campany officers worked in waterproof-
ing all vehicles and did not get a.chance to know or work with any of the
infantrymen. In other words, throughout FPacific operation we did not use

the "buddy" system.



(n 8 September 1944, we were given our target. n 13 Septem-
ber 1944, we left Schofield Barracks for Pearl Harbor to board our ships.
Three medium companies were loaded on LSD's; the licht tank comrany was
loaded on APA's, «e sailed from Fearl Harbor on 15 September 1944 for Yap.
Gur rendezvous area was designated as oniwetok in the isarshall Group.

Upon arrival at bniwetok, a radio message came in for all com-
pany commanders to report to the control ship. At this time, we were told
our target had been chansed and that we were going to Leyte in the Fhilip-
pines. This changed all cur tank tactics and meant considerable terrain
study of photo maps with all infantry commanders, since Yap was an atoll
with a reef all around it and Leyte consisted of sand beaches and rice
paddies. we had approximately five days to make this study and submit a
tank plan to the infantry commanders.

Un 28 September 1944, we left Lniwetok for a new rendezvous area
winich was the Admiralty Islands Group. e had a period of ten days in the
Admiralties for further study and briefing on the Fhilippine Uperation.

Cn 14 Uctober 1944, we left the Admiralties for our target. ‘e
arrived in Leyte Gulf on the morning of 20 Uctober 194.4. Cn the assault
landing, very little opposition was met, but, from lack of training, the
tanks were either separated from the infantry or the infantry was separ- :
ated from the tanks and it was not until the second day that things really
got organizé@d and started to operate as tank-infantry teams. Although the
tankers and infantry started operating as a team, the tremendous number of
rice paddies throughout Leyte was a big hindrance to all tank units, which
made tank operations practically nil., OUn this particular operation, we
acted more as artillery support than tank support.
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OUn 25 December 1S44, the Leyte campaign came to an end. Cn 26
December 1944, Division called the tank battalion commander to inform him
that we had been alerted aczain., Upon receipt of this alert order, we were
given an area on the beach to reorganize and come back up to strength. [From
Leyte experience, the infantry understood and knew the tanks' capabili-
ties and limitations and the teams knew each other, which resulted in a
considerably better tank-~-infantry team.

Un 25 March 1945, we left Leyte for the iyukun Uperation. This
operation consisted of two medium tank companies on the assault and one
in reserve, The two assault tank companies loaded on L5D's; the one in
reserve loaded on LST,

Un 1 April 1945, we landed on Ukinawa. The two assault tank com-
panies went in without any resistance. After meeting no resistance on the
beach, the division commander decided to beach the LST and land the reserve
tank company and his reserve infantry battalion. Cur mission was coordi-
nated with the 7th Infantry Yivision. #e were to go in as a two-division
front, with the 7th Uivision going completely across the island and then
turning south, and the 96th Division going half-way across and turning
south, This first phase was accomplished within the first six hours of
the operation. «hen both divisions turned south, the formation for each
division was two regiments abreast and one in reserve.

we moved in the direction of Naha for three days without any
opposition. OUn the morning of the fourth day on the island, the Japs cut

loose with everything they had, including 320 mm mortars. This resulted



in our forces losing zporoximately 1,000 yards., for a comrparison of
vardage, a day's rain of 25C yards was considered as excertionally good,
Consequently, our loss meant thet everything we had gained the first
three days was practically a total loss to us.

From then on, tarlz and infantry were practically held 2t a stand-
still, Although the Japs hed heavy artillerv, most of their shells were
of the MR type and did very little demage to our tanks. OUur createst worry
was the Japanese /7 anti-tanl rfun which they keot in caves and could roll
them out, take a couple of shots and roll them back in before they could
be ovbserved. This gun was a very high velocity weapon and woulcd renetrate
any part of our medium tanks. C(kinawa conzisted throurhout of a mass of
caves which all joined each other in some shape or form. The Japanese
used these caves for artillery positicns, which resulted in their having
artillery superiority over our forces, since these puns were so positioned
that they could be moved in and out of these caves at random. Air bom~
bardment and direct baval fire seemed to have little effect on these caves.
immediately after a bombardment, the Japs were still camable of moving
their artillery pieces out of the caves, fire and withdraw their weapons
into the cave.

As an example of some caves, the Japanese Army Headoquarters was
stationed in the vicinity of Shuri and consisted of twenty stories below
sround. This cave also consisted of a hospital with 200 beds in it. An-
other type cave would go through a complete mountain, which afforded the
Japanese fire power on the near or far side of the mountain. In other
words, if we would close up the near side, thinking we had shut the Japs

off, we would cross the mountain fo find we had artillery firing in our rear.
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n 30 April 1945, the divisicn was released for rest and re-
habilitation for a period of ten days. In the meantime, the 77th In~
fantry Division and the 27th Infantry Division had been landed and put
into the front lines. The 27th Division replaced the 96th Division with
a mission of capturing and securing Naha. This division suffered very
heavy losses, including their tank elements, and had to be withdrawn on
their fourth day in the front lines. This action caused the $6th and
the 763d Tank Battalion to go back into action understrength. On being
committed the second time, we had two companies of tank flame throwers
attached to us. These flame throwers worked as a section with the tank
rlatoon. The tanks would take a cave under fire while the flame thrower
section would maneuver to a place where they would be able to blast the
entrance with their flame thrower. This proved very effective and flame
throwers are highly recommended. In fact, it was even more effective
than bombardment either by air or Naval,

In reference to kaval gunfire, the kavy tactical task force set
up teams of battleships on both sides of the island. «hen Army Ground
Force needed support, they would czll on laval gunfire. These forces, on
delivering gunfire, would practically rake the island from cne side to the
other with cross fire. All through this operation, tank and infantry were
practically a team welded to each other., The only time the infantry did
not want tanks around was at night. The Japanese had set up a priority
list with tanks as number one, artillery number two and airfields number
three. Since the Japs did considerable artillery firing at night, this

meant the doughboy would be constantly under artillery fire; whereas, if
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the tanks, just prior to darkness, would move back approximately 500

to 800 yards, this would eliminate enemy artillery firing around the in-
fantry locations. By the end of the Ukinawa Uperation, a team consist-

ing of one battalion of infantry, one section of flame throwers and one

platoon of tanks was very effective,

3. CUNCLUSIUN.-- In conclusicn, 1 wculd like to bring out the fact
that the American soldier, when he has to, can really "put out". As
breught out in this monograph, the tankers and infantry had very little
training together as a team, but on the pay run, they really welded into

cne solid team,
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OPERATICNS OF FOURTH TANK GROUP IN THE POA

1, GEMERAL,—~ The Fourth Tank Group wes astivated in the latter |
part of 1942 at Schofield Barracks, Ahau, Hawaiian Islands. The Group
sonsisted of five (5) uztuims; including 19%4, 762d, 763d, 766th
and 767th. These munm aporam under Gmp for uhinhtutivo
purposes only. Each m.unm commander was rupcmiblo for tho tacti-
ul training of his unit.

Around the middle et 1943, the 27th Infnntry Division was

‘n-ma for the Gubort.- Opoution. They requested tank sapport from.

Group Headquarters, Upen rcooiving this request, Group took scertain ele-
ments from the 193d Tank Battalion and 766th Tank Battalion and sssigned
them to the 27th Division for tank support. From the time this order ,
vas dssued to the time of the actual operation, t.h.n units had lppmxi- |

‘ mtoly fonr to five weeks trdniag on tank-lnfantry tactioes.

After the operation, all units rotumod to Schofield Bamckl
and uuﬂ.l oriuquu were gim by urioul regimental and batulion com-

| nndcn. In uoh oritiquo, it was brought out very clearly that tanke

did not mport Mautry in the way they uhould. In further invnzi- -
gations, it was unnod that the infantry eommanders dhl not )mav th‘

’upabuitin and mitaticus of the tanks uﬂ the tank ec_mdorc did
“not knu what thc inftntry wanted, Since t.ankt and infantry only had

four to five vuk; tnﬁhs priur to an opcntion, it was very logiul
tht mither side hnu what tho other could do. This type of training
and operation was amiod on throughont the POA, up to and including
the Saipan Operation, |
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2, OPERATION CONSISTING OF TANK AND INFANTRY TEANS.—- In August
of 1944, the 763d Tank Battalion was alerted with the 96th Infantry
Division, lUpon receiving alert orders, the whole battalion was ordered
to Jungle training school for dismounted jungle training with the infan-
try. Upon completion of this course, we reported back to our battaliem:
area and progceeded in waterproofing all vehicles. During this phase of
waterproofing, all ecompany commanders were called into battalion CP and
assigned to regiments of the Division. Upon receiving their assignments,
the various cMy comeanders reported to the infantry regimental com-
manders for further instructions. These instruetions were as follows:
"Captain, you will act as ‘-,y tank representative. Your platoons will bde
assigned tne to each battalion", This was carried ocut throughout the
division, including the 38lst, 382d and 383d Regiments.

From then on it was a matter of meetings between platoon lesders
and battalion commanders, and company commanders and rﬁimutal command-
ors. During these meetings, the main topie of oomcn;tion between unit
tank commanders and unit infantry comsanders was, *What csn you do and
what can you not do? Up to this period, we still did not know our tar-
" get. Sin« we did not know our target, about the only thing -wo could

possibly tell th was the capabilities and mit;tima of tanks gin:i in
| nrioio field manuals, ¥hile all these meetings were going on, the en-
listed personnel and the remsining campany officers worked in waterproof-
- ing all vehicles and did not get a chance to know or work with any of the
infantrymen. In other words, throughout Pasifie operation we did not use
the "buddy” system, ‘
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On 8 September 19544, we were given cur target. On 13 Bopt.u—
ber 1944, we left Schofield Barracks for Pearl Harbor to board cur ships.
Three medium companies were loaded on LSD's; the light tank sompany was
loaded on APA's, We sailed from Pearl Harbor on 15 September 1944 for Yap.
Onr rendesvous area was designated as Eniwetok in the Marshall Group.

| Upen arrival at Bniwstok, a radio uuuo came in for all com-
pm commanders to report to the control ah:lp. At this time, we were told
our target had been changod and that we were going to leyte in the Philip-
'p;u_u. This changed all our tank tactics snd meant censiderabls terrain
study of photo }napa with sll intmtry commanders, since Yap was an atoll
‘vﬁ_’.hl;a reef all arcund it nnd Leyte consisted of sand beashes and rice
pu!diu-. We had tppmxiuhly five days to make this study and submit a
tank plan to the intntry eonmanders, |
o  On28 Sopm 191.&. we left Eniwetok for a new rendesvous area
‘ihuh was the Admiralty Islinds Group, We had a period of ten days in the
Muiralties for further study and briefing cn the Philippine Operation.

Onn Mobcr 194ky we left the Admiralties for cur target, We
arrived in hyh Gulf on th§ morning of 20 Oetober 19“.‘ On the assault
landing, very little epposition was met, but, from lack of training, the
tanks were either ssparated from the infantry or the infantry was oopu-.
sted from the tanke m it was not until the second day that things really

£o% orgenisgd and -hrhd to op-ut. as tank-infantry tesms. Although the
tankers and infantry started optnting as a team, the tremsndous mmbor of
rice paddies throughout leyte was a big hindrance te all tank wnits, which
made tank operatiems practically nil, On this particular operation, we
_acted more as artillery support than tank support.
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On 25 Docg-bor 1944, the Leyte campaign came to an end. On 26
December 1944, Division called the tank battalion ccmmander to inform him
that we had been alerted again. Upon receipt of this alert order, we were
given an area on the beach to reorganise and come back up te -f.rongth. From
Layte cxperiense, the infantry understood and knew the tanks' capabili-
ties and limitations and the teams knew each other, which romitod in a
considerably better tank-&nfu_:try tean,
_ - On 25 Mareh 1945, we left Leyte for the Ryukun Operation. 'fhh
.' operation consisted of two medium tank companies on the assanlt and one
in reserve. 'l'ho two uunlt tank companies loaded on LSD*s; the one in
reserve losded on LT,
Gn 1 Apri.l 19‘.5, we landed on Okizmn The two assault tank com-
L pamies went in without any resistance. After mesting no resistamcs on the
h-uh, th. diviaieu m.:- degided to beach the LST and land the reserve
b tank eampany and his umn infantry battalion. Our mission was coordi-
nntod with tb ™ Infmtry Division. We were to go 1n a8 a two-division
o ‘M, with tb 'hh Divhha going completely aoma the iadand and then
., tumning .mu. and the m btvmen going mr-m seross and turning
3 south, - !m m-s phll. m uu-pu-hod vithin the first six houn of
‘ ",rtho mntton. When both divhionl ‘turned -outh, thc formation for sach
_-;;;'li.vhiu was. two roghunn abreast and one in reserve,
e nbvod in the diruuon of Naha for three days without my

oppolit.ion. On the morning of the fourth day on the island, the Jape cut
loose with everything they had, ineluding 320 mm mortars. This resulted



in our forces losing approximately 1,000 yards. For a comparison of
ymngo; a day's gain of 250 yards was considered as exceptianally good.
Consequently, our loss meant that ovoéything we had gained the first

three days was practically a totd loss to us,

. From then on, tanks and infantry were pmctiun_y held at a stand-

stili. Although the Japs had heayy artillery, most of their ohilh were

of the A% type and did very little damage to our tanks. Our}gu,ttut worry
“was the Japanese 47 amti-tank gun which they kept in oaves and eculd roll
them out, take a couple of shots and roll them back in before they coul.d

be observed, This gun was a very high nloeity weapon and mld pcnotrato

any part of our medium tanks, Okinawa consisted throughout at__,:a‘un of 1
" eaves which all joined each other in seme shape or form, The Japanese
used t.hm caves for. artillery pesitions, which resulted in f.hoir‘ having

mul-ry npcrtority over our fordes, sinoe thon guns wers 8o puitionod
‘that they eould be moved in and cut of these caves st rendem, ~Air bow-
bardment: aui dﬁ.uct lwn fire m to have 1ittle effeet cn thess caves,
I-ndhtoly aMr a mm, the Japs, were. -uu _capable of -wiu
their artillery pim- m of m caves, fire and withdraw their wespons
1nto the save. ' '

Ae m mph ot some caves, the Japanese Army Budqartor- na
,mtionod in t.ho vicinity of Shuri and consisted of. tmty ltoriu bolow
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ground, This cave also consisted of a hoapitd with 200 beds 1n it. Mo~
other type cave would go through a complete mountain, which afforded the
Japanese fire power on the nsar or far side of the mountain. In other
words, 1f we would close up the near side, thinking we hnd shut the Japs

" off, we would cross the mountain fo find we had artillery firing in our rear.



On 30 April 1945, the division was released for rest and re-
habilitation for a period of ten days. In the meantime, the 77th In-
fantry Division and the 27th Infantry Division had been landed and put
into the front lines, The 27th Division replaced the 96th Division with
a mission of capturing and securing Naha, This division suffered very
heavy losses, ineluding their tank elements, and had to be withdrawn on
their fourth day in the front lines, This action caused the 96th and
~ the 7634 l'mkﬁﬁ;hlion to go back into action understrength, On being
. committed thc‘a@nd time, we had two compenies of tank flame throwers
attached to us, 'fhen flame throwers worked as a section with the tank
platoon. Thevtufa‘l-:’vould take a cave under fire while the flame thrower
section would maneuver to a place where they would be able to blast the
entrance with their flame throwsr, This proved very effeotive and flame
throwers are highly recomsended., In fact » it was even more effective
than bosbardeent either by air or Naval, | |

In ro!mn« to Maval gunfire, the ll"va_y’,t;etical task force set
up teams of battluhipi on Mh sides of the hhad. ‘When Army Ground
Porce needed support, they would oall on Naval gunfire. These forces, on
delivering gunfire, would practisally rake the island from one iido to the
other with coross firo.‘ All through this operation, tank and infantry were
practically a team welded te each other. The only time the infantry did
not want tanks around was at night.» The Japanese had set up a priority
list with tanks as number one, artillery number two and airfields number
three. Since the Japs did considerable artillery firing at night, this

meant the doughboy would be constantly under artillery fire} whereas, ifr




the tanks, just prior to darkness, would move back approximately 500
to 800 yirda, this wuld eliminate enemy artillery firing arocund the in-
fantry losations. By the end of the Okinawa Operation, a team consist-
ing of one ba't.t‘nlion of infantry, one section ;of flame throwers and one
platoen of tanks was very effective. |

| j. CONLUBI‘_I-;— in conclusion, I would like to Sring out the fact
that the American soldier, when he has to, can really "put out®. As
brought out in this monograph, the tankers and infantry had very little

training tcgothci' as & team, but on the pay run, they really welded into

one solid team.




